
Bryker Woods Elementary School 

Parent Teacher Association Meeting 

Minutes 
 

April 11, 2017 

 

 

 

Board members in attendance: 

 

Jane Kronke, Principal 

Nikki McCormick, President 

Kelly Aho, VP 

Bridgette Stahlman, VP-Budget 

Ann Strauser-Palmer, Treasurer 

Jennifer Rustgi, Parliamentarian 

Lorene Wallace, Historian 

Edward Tasch, Buildings/Grounds Chair 

Holly Wukasch, Ways and Means Co-

Chair 

Regan Lenehan, Student Events Chair 

Shefaly Ravula, Health & Wellness 

Martha Mangum, Student Services 

Carolyn Lowe, Communications 

Mark Levy, Secretary

 

Welcome attendees: 

 

Meredith Dayon, Literacy teacher 

Dee Jammal, Kindergarten teacher 

 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

Motion to Approve: Lorene Wallace 

Seconded: Bridgette Stahlman 

Passed 

 

Principal’s Update    Jane Kronke 

 

Prepared report: 

 

Recognitions: 

Edward Tasch – Campus Ambassador: For volunteer service through the years: CAC, 

PTA, Facilities & Grounds, Website 

BW PTA – I nominated our school, winners announced at Celebrate Austin ISD event 

next week.   

Ruth Hansen:  Campus Volunteer Coordinator of the Year Finalist (Recognized at 

Celebrate Austin). 

Jeneen Irwin – Campus nominee for Librarian of the Year (All nominees Recognized 

at Salute Awards in May) 



Teacher of Promise – first year teaching – Katelyn Bostock (Recognized at Salute 

Awards, along with Allie Elkins: TOY) 

 

Instructional Leadership/Appraisals: 

Teachers shared self-reflections for Professional Growth & Responsibilities 

component of the new district appraisal system last week.  Throughout April, Dr. 

Wallace and I will be conducting/documenting classroom visits and scheduled 

observations . 

 

Facilities: 

Met with the Construction Team, Engineers, Forrester and AISD Project Managers 

for summer bond renovation projects. Work to begin June 5 with finish and final 

clean on Aug. 3. (8/14 staff returns). Another Pre-construction meeting will be held in 

May as we get closer to the start date. Progress meetings will be held weekly for the 

first three weeks of work (“Discovery Era”). I will be posting info on Living Tree so 

the community is aware that there will be additional traffic in/around campus and 

staging areas on campus. It is likely that the playgrounds will be closed during the 

summer construction. 

 

Buildings & Grounds    Edward Tasch 
 

Ed discussed the AISD FABPAC initiative (Facilities and Bond Planning Advisory 

Committee)—the district’s 6-12 year plan to improve facilities across the district. It was 

most-recently in the news when AISD shuttered T.A. Brown Elementary School (near 

Anderson and Lamar) because of severe structural flaws. The FABPAC will be making 

strategic decisions about upgrading campuses across the district. BW is among the 

district’s oldest campus, but it is also in very good structural shape. BW’s historical 

nature was cited as a plus factor by the FABPAC, which is good news when considering 

that some older and less-well maintained schools are being recommended for demolition. 

Among the issues being considered for BW are the school’s maximum student capacity 

and how it will or will not be able to fit future population growth expectations. 

 

Ed and others are hoping to emphasize the structural elements of the school that we hope 

to keep—e.g., the casement windows (all be them not as environmentally friendly as 

newer windows) and wood floors—as well as where we see needs—e.g., interactive 

white boards, moveable desks, and perhaps a new fine arts building in place of the 

portables along 34th Street. 

 

Casis Elementary School will be the first school to undergo the structural review and 

utility review of the FABPAC initiative, in large part because it was built at the same 

time, by the same contractor, and with the same architectural input as T.A. Brown ES. 

 

Spring Fling Follow-Up    Ann Strauser-Palmer 

 

Ann was delighted to report that Spring Fling is expected to net $32,000, which is 

delightful and stupendous. In other good news, Ann and Julie Coryo (her co-chair) are 

both interested in chairing the event next year, along with help from Alice Walker. 

 



There was discussion about ticket allocation, and maybe keeping some tickets available 

for walk-ups. The online bidding system was seen as a success. While the system cost 

$2,500, it prevented any “walked bids,” which have historically amounted to more than 

$2,500 each year. 

 

Bunko parties and Kinder tea parties are also on the horizon. 

 

Arts X BW 
 

2017 was a record year for AXBW, with performances, an art gallery, and over $1,150 in 

revenue. 

 

Yearbook     Lorene Wallace 

 

The deadline for yearbook submissions has ended, and we have sold 350 copies already. 

In sad news, Lorene will be stepping down from organizing the yearbook. We should all 

be thinking about who will replace her, and we should be mindful that it doesn’t have to 

be a teacher or even follow the same format that Lorene used. Lorene has done an 

amazing job, everyone agrees. 

 

Budget     Bridgette Stahlman 
 

The AISD is helping to fund programming at BW, and the May 9th PTA meeting will 

include a vote on the budget. The May 24th General Meeting will include a vote on the 

budget. 

 

Other Items 
 

There was discussion of a Fall Fling fundraising and possibly funding fieldtrips out of the 

Panther Fund ask. Also, the grocery card and Giving Tree programs have been 

discontinued. This means that the PTA budget should have another $9,000 for 

miscellaneous expenses. Teachers will meet and discuss ways to cut the budget on their 

end. 

 

Americorps Summer Playground Program  
 

Announcement from Americorps VISTA: 

 

“Here is a description about our Summer Playgrounds program: 

  

Summer Playgrounds is a free drop-in program for children to participate in fun, 

supervised, outdoor activities during the summer months. Summer Playgrounds staff 

provide quality recreational experiences that promote creativity, teamwork and healthy 

lifestyles. Activities include organized sports, arts and crafts, games, STEM projects, 

team building and nutrition lessons. 

We ask the participants to wear closed-toe shoes and bring a water bottle. 

  



So we have it offered for the elementary school kids from ages 4-12.Our Little program is 

from ages 4-5, and the rest are in the regular program. The Littles program is half day 

from 9am-1pm (only in 4 park sites, check on the website) The rest for ages 6-12 

are the full day 9AM- 5PM. 

  

It’s up to parents to provide transportation, lunch is not provided but there will be snacks 

provided so lunch can be brought by the parent, and water as well. Parents can register at 

any date between June 12 and Aug 4.” 

  

 

Sheereen Ibtesam 
Americorps VISTA 

Centralized Programs Division – Community Initiatives 

City of Austin Parks and Recreation Department 

2209 Rosewood Ave Austin, TX 78702 

512-974-3923 

 

 

 

Meeting adjourned: 7:04 

Next meeting: May 9, 2017 

 


