
Bryker Woods Elementary School 
Parent Teacher Association Meeting 

Minutes 
 

November 15, 2016 
 

 
 

Board members in attendance: 
Jane Kronke, Principal 
Nikki McCormick, President 
Kelly Aho, VP 
Ann Strauser-Palmer, Treasurer 
Mark Levy, Secretary 
Jennifer Rustgi, Parliamentarian 
Lorene Wallace, Historian 
Edward Tasch, Buildings/Grounds Chair 
Holly Wukasch, Ways and Means Chair 
Jenny Hassibi, Membership & Hospitality Chair 
Martha Mangum, Student Services Chair 

Regan Lenehan, Student Events Chair 
Mike Bohmer, Technology Chair 
Meredith Dayon, Literacy teacher 
Dee Jammal, Kindergarten teacher 
 
Welcome attendees: 
 
Marlene O’Keefe, STEAM Lab teacher 
Deirde Morton, K and ESL teacher 
Katy Brown, Bryker Woods parent 
Randy Greenberg & Miller Nuttle, BikeAustin 

 
 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Motion to Approve: Nikki McCormick 
Seconded: Meredith Dayon 
Passed 
 
Shoal Creek Bike Lane Improvements Randy Greenberg & Miller Nuttle 
 
Background Information: 
BikeAustin is a non-profit that advocates for and educates on issues of cycling. 
BikeAustin attended the meeting to gain the PTA’s support for BikeAustin’s efforts to 
install protected bike lanes on Shoal Creek Boulevard all the way from 38th St. to Steck 
Ave. The Rosedale Neighborhood Association and Principal Katie Pena of Highland Park 
ES have already signed advocacy letters in support of BikeAustin. 
 
Current Situation and BikeAustin Proposal: 
The City of Austin is going to repave Shoal Creek Boulevard within the next year, and 
there will be studies of the road traffic during that time. BikeAustin wants now to bring 
up the protected lane issue. Currently, there are striped lanes along the street, but those 
lanes are for parking, not for cycling.  
 
On Saturday and Sunday mornings, 30% of the road traffic is by cyclists. However, 
during the week, not having a dedicated lane now is extremely contentious for commuter 
cyclists who have to weave in and out of cars. Studies show that protected bike lanes 
reduce crashes by 35-40%. BikeAustin wants a safer corridor for biking and walking: 
their proposal also includes plans for improved sidewalks. “Protected barriers” are 



defined as physical barriers or physical impediments to vehicular traffic. “Dedicated 
barriers” are defined as painted lanes for bike use. Protection costs: concrete is more 
costly than plastic barriers, but when resurfacing is being done, it’s not a big increase. 
“Safe Routes to Schools” is being considered by BikeAustin for funding and advocacy 
but has not yet fully explored. 
 
BikeAustin has also visited with the CAC at Lamar MS and the principal at Pillow ES 
(just east of SCB and just south of Hwy. 183) and is planning to meet with 
representatives from McCallum HS and Gullett ES. 
 
BikeAustin’s proposed letters of support are attached to these minutes. 
 
Principal’s Update    Jane Kronke 
 
Today was the first Thanksgiving Day luncheon, and it went well. The teachers offered 
big thanks to the PTA for teacher treats this week. BW ES received approval from AISD 
for another staff member to help support teachers. That teacher will start in Kindergarten 
and move around from there. Attendance: 98.1% (among highest in district) and 444 
students. 
 
President’s Update    Nikki McCormick 
 
Irrigation system and more than 20 trees were installed during “Your Park Day” on 
November 6. Big thanks to Laura Sykes and Ed Tasch for coordinating this, as well as 
post-Halloween composting. The “Beyond the Birds & Bees” talk went very well. Martha 
Mangum renewed our contract with Sprout for next year’s school supplies. Kelly Aho, 
Laura Sykes, Bridgette Stahlman, and Nikki McCormick went to the staff meeting to 
present the PTA budget. The teachers will now evaluate and return info about cutting 
non-essential needs with the goal of reducing fundraising requirements. Mr. Dowell also 
sent out information on Grades 3&4 program funding. Coach Null said that DrumFit 
went very well and hopes to get funding to have the program all year. She’s using Kona 
Ice at events to get money back to us, so they’ll be back for other events. Turkey Trot is 
Thurs and Friday—volunteers needed! 
 
Yearbook Update    Lorene Wallace 
 
Lorene has 33 staff members (Grades 3-6). They meet every Wednesday. They just 
received a record 49 entries for book cover contest. Lorene plans to include at least one 
K-1 submission as a runner up to encourage continued K-1 interest. LW will evaluate the 
length of the yearbook to see if it’s too long (or too short). If the book gets longer, we 
might have to increase the price rather than ask for more PTA funding. All 10 of last 
year’s camera purchase have stayed in service. 
 
STEAM Lab Update    Marlene O’Keefe 
 
Marlene has been using “Universe,” with a Twitter wall named @BWSTEAMLab to 
keep users up to date on what the kids are doing in the STEAM Lab. 
 



Report on Marlene’s general progress over the past 3 years: 
Marlene and Jane laid out a 3 year path to structure and success: 
Year 1: Create the physical structure of the lab 
Year 2: Building the curriculum 
Year 3: Branching out 
 
The STEAM Lab also has a blog: brykerwoodslab.wordpress.com 
 
Marlene is trying to be more active on Twitter, as well as uploading more photos and 
information to the iCloud account: brykerwoods.lab@gmail.com (password: PantherP11) 
 
Tech Pals is an elective for 6th grade and meet once per week. They use GoAnimate to 
created animated slideshows. Their first client was the 6th Grade Committee, creating a 
display featuring reasons to stay at BW for the 6th grade year. 
 
STEAM is also working with the PTA’s Go Green Committee to help map trees using the 
STEAM lab iPads: they’ll identify, locate, measure, and name the trees on campus! 
 
Marlene and Ms. Vincent also just went to Science Teachers of Texas conference in San 
Antonio. About 1-in-10 workshops were STEAM-related. Marlene also met with a 
DeSoto ISD teacher with a STEAM magnet called 3d ISD, which she said gave her good 
ideas to incorporate here. 
 
Assets: STEAM got $66,000 last year. Last November, the STEAM Committee met to 
allocate the money: they purchased 147 Dell laptops (rather than a greater number of 
Chromebooks); old Chromebooks went down to Kinder where the computer use is less 
rigorous. 
 
Marlene’s PowerPoint display is attached to these minutes. 
 
Carnival Recap    Ann Strauser-Palmer 
 
The carnival was an overall financial and popular success. They expended approximately 
$9,000, but the net proceeds jumped from the usual $8,000 to $10,000. Ann made note 
that the $8,000 PTA budget carry-over from last year made the front-loaded expenditures 
she dealt with much easier. 
 
A spreadsheet of expenses is attached to these minutes. 
 
Panther Fund Dialogue   Katy Brown 
 
Katy Brown (mother to a BW 3rd grader) came to present her concerns (and those of other 
parents she represents) about the linking of parental donations to the Panther Fund to 
rewards offered to individual students and “winning” classrooms. Katy gave some 
background: that she and her husband are in her 50s and both from Austin. Katy was 
raised in a poor neighborhood where financial donations were not financially possible. 
 

mailto:brykerwoods.lab@gmail.com


Katy said that she was quite upset by some of the PF emails. She indicated that she’s 
incredibly supportive of donations and supports requests being made to parents, 
generally. Her concern is tying donations to rewarding children—e.g., popsicles and 
pizza parties. Her concerns originate from the fact that some parents have no money to 
donate and some kids will feel ashamed that they do not get the trinkets that signify that 
their parents donated. Additionally, some parents are also ashamed because the full 
request is now $380/kid, which is substantially higher than in previous years. Katy 
reported that professional fundraisers she consulted say that rewards to kids is a step too 
far and have said that they were surprised to hear that this is a PTA policy. Another 
parent who is a professional fundraiser agreed and thought it might even be an unethical 
practice by fundraising standards. Katy concluded by saying that many other parents have 
problems with fundraising.  
 
Nikki thanked Katy for bringing up the issue and promised to introduce her to the 
PantherFund Committee to discuss the issue in greater depth. 
 
Katy also said that some parents have also said that having names on the wall for Jump 
Rope for Heart is also troubling. One student also said that she knew her parents hadn’t 
donated and was concerned that “she” was the reason they didn’t get a pizza party. 
 
Kelly Aho pointed out that the PantherFund only has a requirement that a form be turned 
in to count toward “participation,” and that the form has a box to check for “unable to 
contribute.” Katy said that this is also problematic in that it shames those individuals. 
 
Ms. Jammal offered that only good intentions were had with offering the pizza parties. Ed 
Tasch suggested that opening the conversation to a broader audience would yield a wider 
cross-section of opinions. Marlene O’Keefe offered that other elementary schools bill 
parents for field trips, while donations from parents fund all BW outings. Apparently, 
Highland Park ES even publicly ranks the classes based on percentage participation, 
rather than the more anonymous BW PTA method. 
 
Ms. Wallace said that she agrees that the kids should be left out of the fundraising efforts, 
leaving all of it to the parents. She has voiced this opinion in previous meetings and still 
thinks that it is not a good idea to bring students into the conversation because they are 
not in control of whether or not parents donate, and they are often confused why some 
classes get a reward while others do not. Plus, the relationship between their parents’ 
ability to donate and the obvious rewards of pizza, trinkets, ice cream, etc. is not always 
clear to the kids. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned: 6:40pm 
 
Next meeting: January 10, 2017 (December meeting canceled) 
 
 


